
 

 

The following pages have been selected as most appropriate for 
GCSE level students’, the full guide can be downloaded here 

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/whats-next 
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Levels of Education 
 
In England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are 8 qualification levels (1 - 8) 
plus an entry level qualification for those just starting. Generally, the higher the 
level, the more difficult the qualification is. 
 
Levels 1-3 are typically taught in schools and colleges. 
 
With so many different qualifications, it can be hard to know what they mean and 
where they might lead to next. To help you understand, here is a summary of 
what the levels mean highlighting academic, vocational and work-based routes 
to higher education. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Useful links 
 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 
 
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships 
 
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/tips/categories/apprenticeships 
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For more details, please download the full guide 
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/tips/categories/apprenticeships 

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/tips/categories/apprenticeships

